Detection of varicella-zoster virus DNA in ocular samples from patients with uveitis but no cutaneous eruption.
Herpes zoster ophthalmicus is a well-recognised cause of intraocular inflammation, which may become recurrent or chronic after the acute phase has elapsed. Although it commonly presents with the typical rash, cases of ocular zoster with no cutaneous eruption have been well documented. We present two patients with unilateral anterior uveitis complicated by cataract, in whom molecular techniques based on the polymerase chain reaction detected varicella-zoster virus DNA in intraocular material obtained during cataract surgery. Neither patient gave a history of cutaneous eruption.